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            Due to circumstances beyond our control, we are currently unable to accept credit/debit cards. If you'd like to visit us, please book online here before making the journey, or you can pay via BACS on site. The Café and Shop will only be able to accept cash until further notice.
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            Welcome to The Observatory Science Centre

            Spectacular interactive science & discovery among the domes and telescopes of a world famous astronomical observatory
            We have a full programme of Spectacular Science for the 2024 season and look forward to welcoming you ...

Thank you for supporting us!

The Observatory Science Centre is located in Herstmonceux, East Sussex.

Find Us

            


	

					
				
								
					IMPORTANT INFORMATION

				

				
				
									
				
				
								
				
				Due to circumstances beyond our control we are currently unable to accept credit/debit cards at the moment. 

If you are planning to visit us, please book on-line before making the journey, or you can pay via BACS on site.

The Cafe and shop will only be able to accept cash until further notice ... please help us to help you and bring lower denominations of notes!
				
				

				
				
				
			           
            
	
	

					
				
				
				
									
				
				
								
				
				We are an educational charity and your support through pre-booking really helps us to schedule our activities and gives you the best price.

Online booking closes at 23.59 on the evening ahead of each visit date.

If you miss this deadline, or don't want to book online we can still accommodate you as day visitors with on-the-door admission prices.

With the ongoing extreme wet weather please check the availability of the outdoor exhibits here

Book your visit
				
				

				
				
				
			           
            
	
	

					
				
				
				
									
				
				
								
										[image: ]				

								
				
								
				

				
				
				
			           
            
	
	

					
				
								
					PARKING

				

				
				
									
				
				
								
				
				IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT PARKING

PLEASE DO NOT DRIVE IN TO THE ESTATE TO PARK UNLESS YOU ARE A BLUE BADGE HOLDER: 4 Blue Badge bays are available at the back of the main building.

 

The FREE car park is located on Wartling Road before you turn into the  Herstmonceux Castle Estate.

·       Approaching from the south (Eastbourne / Pevensey): the car park is on the LEFT just BEFORE the estate entrance.

·       Approaching from the north (Herstmonceux / Battle): the car park is on the RIGHT just AFTER the estate entrance.

There is a short walk from the car park to our reception.

If you are visiting after dark, please bring a torch.
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				Would you like to keep in touch with our latest news?

NEWSLETTER SIGN UP
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                                                        Exploring Science
                            Over 100 hands-on exhibits indoors and outside

                                                    
                    
	
                        
                                                        Easter happenings
                            Spectacular Science whatever the weather!

                                                    
                    
	
                        
                                                        Twilight Visits
                            JUNE & NOVEMBER 2024 Twilight Visits BOOKING NOW!

                                                    
                    
	
                        
                                                        .
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                                                        THE ASTRONOMY HUB
                            Including "What will I see?"

                                                    
                    


                

                

            

        

    

    
    
    
    
    

            
                
                     Upcoming Events
 View More
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                        General Admission

                        
                                                        Admission Booking

                                                        Spectacular Science


                            Next Date: 10th April 2024

                                                            Find Out More
                                Book Online Now
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                        Children's Workshop

                        
                                                        Discover Chemistry

                                                        Wednesday 10 April 2024: Half day workshops for ages 9-11 years. With exciting experiments to try yourself, these fun-filled workshops will help you discover just how cool chemistry can be. We will be experimenting with solids, liquids and gases and finding out just what happens when different chemicals mix. 


                            Next Date: 10th April 2024

                                                            Find Out More
                                Book Online Now
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                                                        Stargazing Evenings

                                                        Come and enjoy the fabulous atmosphere that surrounds the Observatory at night and, weather permitting look through some of the largest telescopes in the country at some extraordinary night sky objects. Don't worry if it is cloudy we have a cloudy night contingency.


                            Next Date: 19th April 2024

                                                            Find Out More
                                Book Online Now
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                        Themed Evening

                        
                                                        Lyrids Shooting Stars

                                                        April 20 2024. The debris left behind by the comet Thatcher gives rise to the April Lyrids meteor shower. Join us for an informative talk and some meteor (shooting stars) spotting. If the weather is good you will also have an opportunity to look through the historic telescopes, some of the largest working telescopes in the country. 


                            Next Date: 20th April 2024

                                                            Find Out More
                                Book Online Now
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                        Themed Evening

                        
                                                        Family Evenings

                                                        5.30pm-9.30pm: Join us for a fabulous family afternoon/early evening event. Enjoy all the exhibits indoors and outside and immerse yourself in an 'out of this world' experience in a fantastic planetarium show. 


                            Next Date: 29th June 2024

                                                            Find Out More
                                Book Online Now
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                        Themed Evening

                        
                                                        Quiz Night & Stargazing

                                                        Saturday 6 July: Adults Exclusive Summer Special; Quiz Night & Stargazing Evening. After a social fun packed evening of quizzing, group tours will take you around the domes to view through our historic telescopes (weather permitting) and meet our knowledgeable Astronomers.


                            Next Date: 6th July 2024

                                                            Find Out More
                                Book Online Now
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                        Themed Evening

                        
                                                        Perseids Shooting Stars

                                                        10 August 2024. As Earth passes through the debris trail left behind by comet Swift-Tuttle, particles of space dust enter the atmosphere leaving a trail of light behind; a shooting star. Join us for an informative talk to learn more about this fascinating yearly event. If the weather is good you will also have the opportunity to view through the historic telescopes.


                            Next Date: 10th August 2024

                                                            Find Out More
                                Book Online Now
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                        Astronomy Course

                        
                                                        Night Sky Photography

                                                        This course will be teaching practical aspects of night sky photography through lectures and demonstrations. You do not need to bring cameras, tripods or telescopes just listen and learn and take away all the essential information you will need to start you on your fascinating journey into night sky photography. Image courtesy of John Fox. Spring and Autumn dates are available.


                            Next Date: 22nd September 2024

                                                            Find Out More
                                Book Online Now
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                        Astronomy Course

                        
                                                        Star Search Course

                                                        A fantastic opportunity to learn how to navigate your way around the night sky using the constellations as your guide. Taught in one of our domes under the backdrop of a historic telescope and outside under the stars, you will learn how to recognise star patterns and find out more about the mythologies behind them. Spring and Autumn dates are available.


                            Next Date: 14th October 2024

                                                            Find Out More
                                Book Online Now
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                        Astronomy Course

                        
                                                        Back to Basics Astronomy: a practical approach

                                                        This 4 week course is a basic introduction to astronomy. It is aimed at beginners in astronomy and approaches the subject in a practical way; helping you visualise the wonders of our solar system and beyond.   


                            Next Date: 7th November 2024

                                                            Find Out More
                                Book Online Now
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                        Astronomy Course

                        
                                                        Telescope Clinic for Adults 

                                                        This course is a mix of classroom based teaching in one of the domes and practical hands-on teaching outdoors so you can learn how to use your telescope. Members of local Astronomy Societies will guide you through setting up your telescope and getting the best out of it. Weather permitting they will also start you on your way to viewing the night sky. Spring and Autumn dates available. 


                            Next Date: 10th November 2024

                                                            Find Out More
                                Book Online Now
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                        Themed Evening

                        
                                                        Leonids Shooting Stars

                                                        16 November 2024. The debris left behind by the comet Tempel-Tuttle gives rise to the Leonids meteor shower and the debris trail left behind by comet Encke gives rise to the Taurid meteor shower. Join us for an informative talk before heading out to try and spot some meteors (shooting stars). If the weather is good you will also have an opportunity to look through an historic telescope; we have some of the largest working telescopes in the country. 


                            Next Date: 16th November 2024

                                                            Find Out More
                                Book Online Now
                                                    

                    

                                    


                
                                    

        
       

    


    
  
	    
    
    
        
            We use cookies to support your experience on our site. By continuing to use our site you agree to our use of cookies. Find out more!
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                        The Observatory Science Centre is part of Science Projects Ltd, a company limited by guarantee registered in England No: 02186073 and a registered charity No: 298542. The registered office is Unit 1 Warren Farm, Steventon, Basingstoke, Hampshire UK, RG25 3BL.


                    

    
